1) Increase Missile Defense

John McCain strongly supports the development and deployment of theater and national
missile defenses. Effective missile defenses are critical to protect America from rogue
regimes like North Korea that possess the capability to target America with
intercontinental ballistic missiles, from outlaw states like Iran that threaten American
forces and American allies with ballistic missiles, and to hedge against potential threats
from possible strategic competitors like Russia and China. Effective missile defenses are
also necessary to allow American military forces to operate overseas without being
deterred by the threat of missile attack from a regional adversary.

John McCain is committed to deploying effective missile defenses to reduce the
possibility of strategic blackmail by rogue regimes and to secure our homeland from the
very real prospect of missile attack by present or future adversaries. America should
never again have to live in the shadow of missile and nuclear attack. As President, John
McCain will not trust in the "balance of terror" to protect America, but will work to
deploy effective missile defenses to safeguard our people and our homeland.

2) Increase the Size of the Military

Increasing the Size of the American Military

The most important weapons in the U.S. arsenal are the men and women of American
armed forces. John McCain believes we must enlarge the size of our armed forces to meet
new challenges to our security. For too long, we have asked too much of too few - with
the result that many service personnel are on their second, third and even fourth tours of
duty in Afghanistan and Iraq. There can be no higher defense priority than the proper
compensation, training, and equipping of our troops.

Our existing force is overstretched by the combination of military operations in
the broader Middle East and the need to maintain our security commitments in Europe
and Asia. Recruitment and retention suffer from extended overseas deployments that
keep service personnel away from their homes and families for long periods of time.

John McCain believes that the answer to these challenges is not to roll back our
overseas commitments. The size and composition of our armed forces must be matched
to our nation's defense requirements. As requirements expand in the global war on
terrorism so must our Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines, and Coast Guard be reconfigured
to meet these new challenges. John McCain thinks it is especially important to increase
the size of the Army and Marine Corps to defend against the threats we face today.

John McCain knows that the most difficult and solemn decision a president must
make is sending young Americans into harm's way. Having experienced firsthand the
brutality of war, as president, John McCain would never make the decision to use force
lightly, only when the cause is just, and our nation's values and interests absolutely
demand it.

3) Modernize The Military
Modernizing the Armed Services
Modernizing American armed forces involves procuring advanced weapons systems that



will help rapidly and decisively defeat any adversary and protect American lives. It also
requires addressing force protection needs to make sure that America's combat personnel
have the best safety and survivability equipment available.

Modernizing the armed forces also means adapting our doctrine, training, and
tactics for the kind of conflicts we are most likely to face. Today, American forces are
engaged in dangerous operations throughout the world. From Iraq and Afghanistan to
Somalia and the Philippines, American forces are fighting the battles of the 21st century
against terrorists and insurgents. These asymmetric conflicts require a very different force
structure than the one we used to fight and win the Cold War.

The missions of the 21st century will not center on traditional territorial defense
or mass armor engagements. Instead, the men and women of the U.S. armed forces will
be engaged in, among other things, counter insurgency, counter terrorism, missile
defense, counter proliferation and information warfare. This calls not just for a larger and
more capable military, but for a new mix of military forces, including civil affairs, special
operations, and highly mobile forces capable of fighting and prevailing in the conflicts
America faces.

4) The Best Military

As President, John McCain will strengthen the military, shore up our alliances, and
ensure that the nation is capable of protecting the homeland, deterring potential military
challenges, responding to any crisis that endangers American security, and prevailing in
any conflict we are forced to fight.

5) The Best Intelligence

As President, John McCain will ensure that America has the quality intelligence
necessary to uncover plots before they take root, the resources to protect critical
infrastructure and our borders against attack, and the capability to respond and recover
from a terrorist incident swiftly. He will ensure that the war against terrorists is fought
intelligently, with patience and resolve, using all instruments of national power.
Moreover, he will lead this fight with the understanding that to impinge on the rights of
our own citizens or restrict the freedoms for which our nation stands would be to give
terrorists the victory they seek.

6) Keep America Free

As President, John McCain will take it as his most sacred responsibility to keep America
free, safe, and strong - an abiding beacon of freedom and hope to the world. John
McCain believes that just as America must be prepared to meet and prevail against any
adversary on the field of battle, we must engage and prevail against them on the
battleground of ideas. In so doing, we can and must deprive terrorists of the converts they
seek and counter their teaching of the doctrine of hatred and despair.

7) Discount Gas For The Summer



John McCain Believes We Should Institute A Summer Gas Tax Holiday. Hard-
working American families are suffering from higher gasoline prices. John McCain calls
on Congress to suspend the 18.4 cent federal gas tax and 24.4 cent diesel tax from
Memorial Day to Labor Day.

8) Lower Payments For People With Mortgage Troubles

John McCain Is Proposing A New "HOME Plan" To Provide Robust, Timely And
Targeted Help To Those Hurt By The Housing Crisis. Under his HOME Plan, every
deserving American family or homeowner will be afforded the opportunity to trade a
burdensome mortgage for a manageable loan that reflects their home's market value.
Eligibility: Holders of a non-conventional mortgage taken after 2005 who live in their
home (primary residence only); can prove creditworthiness at the time of the original
loan; are either delinquent, in arrears on payments, facing a reset or otherwise
demonstrate that they will be unable to continue to meet their mortgage obligations; and
can meet the terms of a new 30-year fixed-rate mortgage on the existing home.

How It Works: An individual picks up a form at any Post Office and apply for a HOME
loan. The FHA HOME Office certifies that the individual is qualified and contacts the
individual's mortgage servicer. The mortgage servicer writes down and retires the
existing loan, which is replaced by an FHA guaranteed HOME loan from a lender.

9) Mortgage Abuse Task Force at Dept of Justice

John McCain Calls For The Immediate Formation Of A Justice Department
Mortgage Abuse Task Force. The Task Force will aggressively investigate potential
criminal wrongdoing in the mortgage industry and bring to justice any who violated the
law. The DOJ Task Force will offer assistance to State Attorneys General who are
investigating abusive lending practices.

10) More Discounted Student Money From Federal and State Lenders

John McCain Is Proposing A Student Loan Continuity Plan. Students face the
possibility that the credit crunch will disrupt loans for the fall semester. John McCain
calls on the federal government and the 50 governors to anticipate loan problems and
expand the lender-of-last resort capabilities for each state's guarantee agency.

11) Eliminate Alternative Minimum Tax ($60 Billion/Yr)

John McCain Will Cut Taxes For Middle Class Families. John McCain will
permanently repeal the Alternative Minimum Tax (AMT) — a tax that will be paid nearly
exclusively by 25 million middle class families. Repealing this onerous tax will save
middle class families nearly $60 billion in a single year. Under McCain's plan, a middle
class family with children set to pay the AMT will save an average of over $2,700 — a
real tax cut for working families.

12) Raise Personal Exemption from $3,500 to $7,000

John McCain Will Double The Personal Exemption For Dependents. John McCain
believes the tax code should be less of a burden on those, whether they are mothers and
fathers or single parents, who are trying to raise a family. He proposes to raise the
personal exemption for each dependent from $3,500 to $7,000.



13) Lower Tax Rates For Entrepreneurs

John McCain Will Keep Tax Rates Low. Entrepreneurs are at the heart of American
innovation, growth and prosperity. They create the ultimate job security — a new, better
opportunity if your current job goes away. Entrepreneurs should not be taxed into
submission.

14) Raise Minimum for Estate Taxes to $10 million and Cut Estate Tax Rate to 15%
John McCain Will Maintain The Current Income And Investment Tax Rates And
Fight The Democrats' Plans For A Crippling Tax Increase In 2011. Left to their
devices, Democrats will impose a massive $100 billion tax hike, almost $700 per
taxpayer every year. John McCain has also long sought permanent and immediate reform
of the estate tax, and supports raising the exemption from taxation on estates up to $10
million while cutting the tax rate to 15 percent.

15) Allow Business to Immediately Deduct Cost of Equipment Instead of Over Life
of Equipment

John McCain Will Improve Business Investment Incentives. John McCain proposes
to permit corporations to immediately deduct the cost of equipment investment, providing
a valuable pro-growth investment incentive. Expensing of equipment and technology will
provide an immediate boost to capital expenditures and reward investments in cutting-
edge technologies.

16) Increase Your Savings

John McCain Will Reward Saving, Investment And Risk-Taking. Low taxes on
dividends and capital gains promote saving, channel investment dollars to innovative,
high-value uses and not wasteful financial planning. John McCain will keep the current
rates on dividends and capital gains and fight anti-growth efforts by Democrats.

17) Cut Corporate Tax Rate from 35% to 25%

John McCain Will Reduce The Federal Corporate Tax Rate To 25 Percent From 35
Percent. John McCain believes the taxes we impose on American companies should be
no higher than the average rate our major trading partners impose on theirs. We currently
have the second-highest combined corporate-tax rate in the industrialized world, and it is
driving many businesses and the jobs they create overseas.

18) Permanent Ban on Email Taxes

John McCain Will Ban Internet Taxes. John McCain has been a leader in keeping the
Internet free of taxes. As President, he will seek a permanent ban on taxes that threaten
this engine of economic growth and prosperity.

19) Permanent Ban in Text Message Taxes



John McCain Will Ban New Cell Phone Taxes. John McCain understands that the
same people that would tax e-mail will tax every text message — and even 911 calls. John
McCain will prohibit new cellular telephone taxes.

20) Tax Credit of 10% of Wages Spent On R&D

John McCain Will Establish Permanent Tax Credit Equal To 10 Percent Of Wages
Spent On R&D. This reform will simplify the tax code, reward activity in the U.S., and
make us more competitive with other countries. A permanent credit will provide an
incentive to innovate and remove uncertainty. At a time when our companies need to be
more competitive, we need to provide a permanent incentive to innovate, and remove the
uncertainty now hanging over businesses as they make R&D investment decisions.

21) Better Job Training

John McCain Believes We Should Have A Single, Seamless Approach To Job
Transition Assistance. The Ul system must be more effective in helping those who have
lost a job. John McCain will modernize and transform our current programs by
consolidating redundant federal programs, strengthening community colleges and
technical training and giving displaced workers more choices to find their way back to
productive and prosperous lives.

22) Extra Money When Out of Work and a Job Bonus For Getting a New Job
John McCain Will Reform The UI System So That A Portion Of Each Worker's
Unemployment Insurance Tax Is Deposited Into A Lost Earnings Buffer Account
(LEB). If an individual becomes unemployed, the LEB may be used to cover needed
expenses, with a backstop of traditional Ul if the account is exhausted before 26 weeks.
Workers will have an incentive to preserve their LEB by getting back to work quickly,
and may be eligible for a re-employment bonus if they get a new job quickly. The LEB
will be portable, and upon retirement, the property of the worker.

23) Money To Train For a New Job & Keep Your Health Insurance

John McCain Will Reform Training Programs To Provide Quick Assistance To
Workers Seeking New SKkills. Workers will have access to a flexible training account
that permits them to pay for training at a community college and use leftover funds to
keep their health insurance

24) Stop Filling Strategic Reserve

John McCain Will Stop Filling The Strategic Petroleum Reserve (SPR) To Reduce
Demand. International demand for oil is bolstered by federal purchases for the SPR.
There is no reason to fill it when oil is so expensive; the overall SPR is of adequate size,
and when it places further upward pressure on prices.

25) Ethanol Subsidies, Tariff Barriers and Sugar Quotas
John McCain Will End Policies That Contribute To Higher Transportation And
Food Costs. Ethanol subsidies, tariff barriers and sugar quotas drive up food prices and



hurt Americans. However, we cannot take the wrong direction and cut off trade for
American goods

26) One Year Pause On Discretionary Spending

John McCain Proposes A One-Year Spending Pause To Evaluate Programs. He
believes that outside of essential military and veterans programs there should be a one-
year pause in discretionary spending growth that should be used for a top-to-bottom
review of the effectiveness of federal programs

27) Reform Social Security

John McCain Will Reform Social Security. He will fight to save the future of Social
Security while meeting our obligations to the retirees of today and the future without
raising taxes. John McCain supports supplementing the current Social Security system
with personal accounts — but not as a substitute for addressing benefit promises that
cannot be kept. He will reach across the aisle, but if the Democrats do not act, he will.
John McCain will not leave office without fixing the problems that threatens our future
prosperity.

28) Reduce Medicare Spending

John McCain Will Act To Control Medicare Growth. The growth of spending on
Medicare threatens our fiscal future. John McCain has proposed comprehensive health
care reforms that will reduce the growth in Medicare spending, protect seniors against
rising Medicare premium payments, and preserve the advancements in medical science
central to providing quality care.

29) Stop Subscription Drug Subsidies to Affluent Individuals

John McCain Believes That We Should Not Subsidize The Prescription Drugs Of
America’s Most Affluent Individuals. He will propose reforms to reduce the large
subsidies in the Medicare drug program.

30) No More Earmarks

John McCain Will Stop Earmarks, Pork-Barrel Spending, And Waste. He will veto
every pork-laden spending bill and make their authors famous. As President, he will seek
the line-item veto to reduce waste and eliminate earmarks that have led to corruption.
Unlike Senators Clinton and Obama who have sought a nearly combined $3 billion in
earmarks, John McCain has a clear record of not asking for earmarks. Earmarks restrict
America's ability to address genuine national priorities and interfere with fair,
competitive markets.

31) McCain Will Balance The Budget

John McCain Has The Leadership And Courage To Make The Right Spending
Choices. Reduced spending means making choices. John McCain will not leave office
without balancing the federal budget. He will not do it with smoke and mirrors. When he
leaves office, he wants to leave a budget that stays balanced after he is gone, and can



weather the occasional downturn and unexpected contingency. John McCain will provide
the courageous leadership necessary to control spending, including:

32) Eliminate Programs That Do Not Perform

Eliminate Broken Government Programs. The federal government itself admits that
one in five programs do not perform.

Reform Our Civil Service System To Promote Accountability And Good Performance In
Our Federal Workforce.

Eliminating Earmarks, Wasteful Subsidies And Pork-Barrel Spending.

Reform Procurement Programs And Cut Wasteful Spending In Defense And Non-
Defense Programs.

33) Compete Abroad

John McCain Will Increase The Ability Of American Workers To Benefit From
International Trade. John McCain will break down foreign trade barriers so America’s
small businesses can compete abroad. The strength of the American economy offers a
better life to every society we trade with, and the good comes back to us in many ways in
better jobs, higher wages, and lower prices. In the past few years, small businesses have
made up close to 97 percent of all identified exporters. Trade can also give once troubled
and impoverished nations a stake in the world economy, and in their relations with
America.

34) Help Displaced Workers

John McCain Will Act To Help Displaced Workers. John McCain is committed to
making reforms that expand and improve federal aid to American workers in need. We
need to help millions of workers who have lost a job that won't come back find a new one
that won't go away.

35) Keep A Check on CEOs

John McCain Will Be Vigilant In Holding Corporate Abuses To Account. Americans
are right to be offended when extravagant CEO salaries and severance deals bear no
relation to their company's success or shareholders' wishes. As president, John McCain
will see that wrongdoing of this kind is called to account by federal prosecutors. Under
his reforms, all aspects of a CEO's pay, including severance arrangements, must be
approved by shareholders.

36) Call For National Commission

John McCain is calling for National Commission on Workplace Flexibility and Choice.
This Commission would bring together a bi-partisan set of leaders representing workers,
small and large employers, labor, and academics. The Commission would make
recommendations to the President on how modernizing our nation’s labor laws and
training programs can help workers better balance the demands of their job with family
life and to enable workers to more easily transition between jobs. The Commission would
examine the following issues that John McCain believes are important to workplace
flexibility and choice:

Modernizing the nation’s labor laws so that they allow for more flexible scheduling
arrangements



Ensuring that the nation’s labor laws don’t get in the way of working at home
Promoting telework so that workers can spend less time commuting

Making health more portable so that workers don’t lose their benefits when they switch
jobs

Ensuring that workers can choose retirement plans that best suit their needs

Providing workers with more choice in job training assistance so that they can build the
skills they need for new and better jobs

37) Policies Would Support Reasonable Growth

McCain Policies Will Support Reasonable Economic Growth: Small business is the key
to job growth. Small business will benefit from:

-Low individual tax rates - sole-proprietorships, partnerships, landlords and others are
taxed under the individual income tax.

-Access to capital from low tax rates on dividends and capital gains.

-Minimizing expensive mandates - such as those for health insurance and pro-union
initiatives like card check.

-Enhancing international competitiveness to keep jobs here; not abroad.

A lower corporate tax rate.

-Improved investment and research incentives to ensure that workers have the most
modern technology.

-Bringing the budget to balance, reducing federal borrowing, and controlling spending to
reduce the burden on the economy.

38) Protect Creative Industries

John McCain Will Protect The Creative Industries From Piracy. The entertainment
industry is both a vital sector of the domestic economy and among the largest U.S.
exporters. While the Internet has provided tremendous opportunity for the creators of
copyrighted works, including music and movies, to distribute their works around the
world at low cost, it has also given rise to a global epidemic of piracy. John McCain
supports efforts to crack down on piracy, both on the Internet and off.

39) More Resources For the Patent Office

John McCain Will Push For Greater Resources For The Patent Office. The increased
workload at the United States Patent and Trademark Office threatens to undermine the
quality of our patent examinations. New resources to hire and train quality examiners are
needed to ensure timely, predictable and effective patent review.

40) Protect Intellectual Property

John McCain Will Pursue Protection Of Intellectual Property Around The Globe.
Intellectual property protection is increasingly an issue for U.S. innovators operating in
the global economy. John McCain will seek international agreements and enforcement
efforts that ensure fair rewards to intellectual property.

41) Help Resolve Patent Challenges
Provide Alternative Approaches To Resolving Patent Challenges. For many
important technologies, the only effective way to challenge a patent in the United States



is through litigation, but litigation on patents is much too expensive. The lack of an
affordable, reliable means to ensure that the Government only grants valid patents has led
to overly broad, frivolous lawsuits designed to force innovative companies into big
settlements.

42) High Speed Internet for All

John McCain Will Pursue High-Speed Internet Access For All Americans. John
McCain has long believed that all Americans, no matter if rich or poor, rural or urban, old
or young, should have access to high-speed Internet services and receive the economic
opportunities derived from technology. Access to high-speed Internet services facilitates
interstate commerce, drives innovation, promotes educational achievements, and literally
has the potential to change lives. As President, John McCain would continue to
encourage private investment to facilitate the build-out of infrastructure to provide high-
speed Internet connectivity all over America. However, where private industry does not
answer the call because of market failures or other obstacles, John McCain believes that
people acting through their local governments should be able to invest in their own future
by building out infrastructure to provide high-speed Internet services. For this reason,
Senator McCain introduced the “Community Broadband Bill,” which would allow local
governments to offer such services, particularly when private industry fails to do so.

43) Encourage Innovation

John McCain Would Support The Federal Government As An Innovator. John
McCain as president would push for a renewed emphasis on innovation through
Cooperative Research and Development Agreements (CRADAs) where industry and
government enter into public/private projects, sharing in the cost, benefiting from solving
real problems, accelerating the application of technology in the government. This way the
government is a leader of the technology revolution and not simply a beneficiary.

44) Money To Attend Private Schools

John McCain Will Act To Make American Workers More Competitive. We must
prepare the next generation of workers by making American education worthy of the
promise we make to our children and ourselves. We must be a nation committed to
competitiveness and opportunity. We must fight for the ability of all students to have
access to any school of demonstrated excellence. We must place parents and children at
the center of the education process, empowering parents by greatly expanding the ability
of parents to choose among schools for their children. John McCain believes our schools
can and should compete to be the most innovative, flexible and student-centered - not
safe havens for the uninspired and unaccountable. He believes we should let them
compete for the most effective, character-building teachers, hire them, and reward them.
If a school will not change, the students should be able to change schools. John McCain
believes parents should be empowered with school choice to send their children to the
school that can best educate them just as many members of Congress do with their own
children. He finds it beyond hypocritical that many of those who would refuse to allow
public school parents to choose their child's school would never agree to force their own
children into a school that did not work or was unsafe. They can make another choice.



John McCain believes that is a fundamental and essential right we should honor for all
parents.

45) Build on NCLB

John McCain Will Build On The Lessons Of No Child Left Behind (NCLB). There
should be an emphasis on standards and accountability. However, our goal cannot be
group averages. Instead, our focus should be to inspire every child to strive to reach his or
her potential. While NCLB has been invaluable in providing a clear picture of which
schools and students are struggling, it is only the beginning of education reform.

46) Committed To High Standards

John McCain Will Provide Effective Education Leadership. John McCain is
committed to high standards and accountability, but he is also committed to providing the
resources needed to succeed. He believes we should invest in people, parents and reward
achievement.

47) High Quality Teachers

John McCain Will Work To Ensure That Our Children Have Quality Teachers. The
single biggest challenge in turning around a failing school is getting quality teachers into
that school. To overcome this challenge, John McCain will:

48) Alternative Certification Methods

Encourage Alternative Certification Methods That Open The Door For Highly
Motivated Teachers To Enter The Field. John McCain will devote five percent of Title
IT funding to states to recruit teachers who graduate in the top 25 percent of their class or
who participate in an alternative teacher recruitment program such as Teach for America,
the New York City Teaching Fellowship Program, the New Teacher Project, or excellent
university initiatives.

49) Bonus For Teachers Who Move To Underperforming Schools

Provide Bonuses For Teachers Who Locate In Underperforming Schools And
Demonstrate Strong Leadership As Measured By Student Improvement. John
McCain will devote 60 percent of Title II funding for incentive bonuses for high
performing teachers to locate in the most challenging educational settings, for teachers to
teach subjects like math and science, and for teachers who demonstrate student
improvement. Payments will be made directly to teachers. Funds should also be devoted
to provide performance bonuses to teachers who raise student achievement and enhance
the school-wide learning environment. Principals may also consider other issues in
addition to test scores such as peer evaluations, student subgroup improvements, or being
removed from the state's "in need of improvement" list.

50) Funding For Professional Development

Provide Funding For Needed Professional Teacher Development. Where federal
funds are involved, teacher development money should be used to enhance the ability of
teachers to perform in today's technology driven environment. We need to provide



teachers with high quality professional development opportunities with a primary focus
on instructional strategies that address the academic needs of their students. The first 35
percent of Title II funding would be directed to the school level so principals and teachers
could focus these resources on the specific needs of their schools.

51) Empower Principals

John McCain Believes We Must Empower School Principals With Greater Control
Over Spending. Funding cannot be effectively apportioned in Washington, but it
shouldn't be a state-level official or district bureaucrat either. The money must be
controlled by the leader we hold accountable: the school principal with a single criterion
to raise student achievement.

52) Expand D.C. Opportunity Scholarship

John McCain Will Expand The D.C. Opportunity Scholarship Program. In our
nation's capital, we have seen the dramatic benefits of giving parents control of money
and choices. The Opportunity Scholarship program serves more than 1,900 students from
families with an average income of $23,000 a year. More than 7,000 more families have
applied for that program. The budget for the Opportunity Scholarships is currently $13
million. John McCain believes that this extremely successful program should expand to
at least $20 million benefiting nearly a thousand more families.

53) High Quality Tutoring

John McCain Will Ensure Children Struggling To Meet State Standards Will Have
Immediate Access To High Quality Tutoring Programs. Local school districts can
certify education service providers but providers can also bypass the local bureaucracy
and receive direct federal certification. Education service providers can then market
directly to parents. Title I money will be directed straight to the provider.

54) Expand Virtual Learning

John McCain Supports Expanding Virtual Learning By Reforming The
"Enhancing Education Through Technology Program." John McCain will target
$500 million in current federal funds to build new virtual schools and support the
development of online course offerings for students. These courses may be for regular
coursework, for enhancement, or for dual enrollment into college.

55) $250 Million For States To Do Online Education

John McCain Will Allocate $250 Million Through A Competitive Grant Program
To Support States That Commit To Expanding Online Education Opportunities.
States can use these funds to build virtual math and science academies to help expand the
availability of AP Math, Science, and Computer Sciences courses, online tutoring support
for students in traditional schools, and foreign language courses.

56) $250 Million For Online Courses

John McCain Will Offer $250 Million For Digital Passport Scholarships To Help
Students Pay For Online Tutors Or Enroll In Virtual Schools. Low-income students
will be eligible to receive up to $4,000 to enroll in an online course, SAT/ACT prep



course, credit recovery or tutoring services offered by a virtual provider. Providers could
range from other public schools, virtual charter schools, home school parents utilizing
virtual schooling resources or district or state sponsored virtual schools. The Department
of Education would competitively award the funds to a national scholarship administrator
who would manage the student applications, monitoring, and evaluation of providers.

57) Educate Workforce for Innovation Age

America Must Educate Its Workforce For The Innovation Age. America’s ability to
compete in the global market is dependent on the availability of a skilled workforce. Less
than 20 percent of our undergraduate students obtained degrees in math or science, and
the number of computer science majors has fallen by half over the last eight years. John
McCain will fully fund the America Competes Act to help address these trends in
education and training. Our nation’s education system should also help re-train displaced
workers. Invigorating our community college system is a good place to start. John
McCain has long supported grants for educational instruction in digital and wireless
technologies, targeted to minorities and low-income students who may not otherwise be
exposed to these fields.

58) Lower Energy Costs

John McCain's Lexington Project will address the rising costs of energy that are hurting
small businesses. He strongly supports increased domestic exploration of oil and natural
gas. This will send a strong signal to oil markets that future supplies will be more
plentiful, countering the rise in oil prices. The market for natural gas is less
internationally integrated than that of oil - increased domestic production will lower the
cost of this key energy source. The Project will transform electricity generation. John
McCain has set the goal of building 45 new nuclear power plants by 2030 - creating
700,000 jobs and providing cheap electricity. It will provide incentives for the production
of electricity from renewable sources. Finally, the Lexington Project will devote $2
billion annually to research that will allow the clean use of our most plentiful and low-
cost energy source: coal.

59) Green Government Purchasing

John McCain will make greening the federal government a priority of his administration.
The federal government is the largest electricity consumer on earth and occupies 3.3
billion square feet of space worldwide. It provides an enormous opportunity to lead by
example. By applying a higher efficiency standard to new buildings leased or purchased
and retrofitting existing buildings, we can save taxpayers money in energy costs, and
move the construction market in the direction of green technology.

60) $5,000 Tax Credit For Buying a Zero Carbon Emissions Car

John McCain's Clean Car Challenge. John McCain will issue a Clean Car Challenge to
the automakers of America, in the form of a single and substantial tax credit for the
consumer based on the reduction of carbon emissions. He will commit a $5,000 tax credit
for each and every customer who buys a zero carbon emission t car, encouraging



automakers to be first on the market with these cars in order to capitalize on the consumer
incentives. For other vehicles, a graduated tax credit will apply so that the lower the
carbon emissions, the higher the tax credit.

61) $300 Million Prize To Invent New Car Battery

John McCain Will Propose A $300 Million Prize To Improve Battery Technology
For Full Commercial Development Of Plug-In Hybrid And Fully Electric
Automobiles. A $300 million prize should be awarded for the development of a battery
package that has the size, capacity, cost and power to leapfrog the commercially available
plug-in hybrids or electric cars. That battery should deliver a power source at 30 percent
of the current costs. At $300 million, the prize is one dollar for every man, woman and
child in this country - and a small price to pay for breaking our dependence on oil

62) Grants For Clear Coal Ideas ($2 Billion/yr)

John McCain Will Commit $2 Billion Annually To Advancing Clean Coal
Technologies. Coal produces the majority of our electricity today. Some believe that
marketing viable clean coal technologies could be over 15 years away. John McCain
believes that this is too long to wait, and we need to commit significant federal resources
to the science, research and development that advance this critical technology. Once
commercialized, the U.S. can then export these technologies to countries like China that
are committed to using their coal - creating new American jobs and allowing the U.S. to
play a greater role in the international green economy.

63) Cash For Inventing, Improving a Way To Reduce Emissions

John McCain Proposes A Cap-And-Trade System That Would Set Limits On
Greenhouse Gas Emissions While Encouraging The Development Of Low-Cost
Compliance Options. A climate cap-and-trade mechanism would set a limit on
greenhouse gas emissions and allow entities to buy and sell rights to emit, similar to the
successful acid rain trading program of the early 1990s. The key feature of this
mechanism is that it allows the market to decide and encourage the lowest-cost
compliance options.

How Does A Cap-And-Trade System Work? A cap-and-trade system harnesses human
ingenuity in the pursuit of alternatives to carbon-based fuels. Market participants are
allotted total permits equal to the cap on greenhouse gas emissions. If they can invent,
improve, or acquire a way to reduce their emissions, they can sell their extra permits for
cash. The profit motive will coordinate the efforts of venture capitalists, corporate
planners, entrepreneurs, and environmentalists on the common motive of reducing
emissions.

64) Today, Isolationist Tariffs And Wasteful Special Interest Subsidies Are Not
Moving Us Toward An Energy Solution. We need to level the playing field and
eliminate mandates, subsidies, tariffs and price supports that focus exclusively on corn-
based ethanol and prevent the development of market-based solutions which would
provide us with better options for our fuel needs.



65) Use Our Oil Reserves

John McCain Believes In Promoting And Expanding The Use Of Our Domestic
Supplies Of Natural Gas. When people are hurting, and struggling to afford gasoline,
food, and other necessities, common sense requires that we draw upon America's own
vast reserves of oil and natural gas. Within the United States we have tremendous
reserves of natural gas. The Outer Continental Shelf alone contains 77 trillion cubic feet
of recoverable natural gas. It is time that we capitalize on these significant resources and
build the infrastructure needed to transport this important component of electricity
generation and transportation fuel around the country.

66) Drill In The Outer Continental Shelf

John McCain Will Commit Our Country To Expanding Domestic Oil Exploration.
The current federal moratorium on drilling in the Outer Continental Shelf stands in the
way of energy exploration and production. John McCain believes it is time for the federal
government to lift these restrictions and to put our own reserves to use. There is no easier
or more direct way to prove to the world that we will no longer be subject to the whims
of others than to expand our production capabilities. We have trillions of dollars worth of
oil and gas reserves in the U.S. at a time we are exporting hundreds of billions of dollars
a year overseas to buy energy. This is the largest transfer of wealth in the history of
mankind. We should keep more of our dollars here in the U.S., lessen our foreign
dependency, increase our domestic supplies, and reduce our trade deficit - 41% of which
is due to oil imports. John McCain proposes to cooperate with the states and the
Department of Defense in the decisions to develop these resources.

67) Flex Fuel Vehicles

John McCain Supports Flex-Fuel Vehicles (FFVs) And Believes They Should Play A
Greater Role In Our Transportation Sector. In just three years, Brazil went from new
cars sales that were about 5 percent FFVs to over 70 percent of new vehicles that were
FFVs. American automakers have committed to make 50 percent of their cars FFVs by
2012. John McCain calls on automakers to make a more rapid and complete switch to
FFVs.

68) Support Alcohol Based Fuel

John McCain Believes Alcohol-Based Fuels Hold Great Promise As Both An
Alternative To Gasoline And As A Means of Expanding Consumers' Choices. Some
choices such as ethanol are on the market right now. The second generation of alcohol-
based fuels like cellulosic ethanol, which won't compete with food crops, are showing
great potential.

69) Enforce CAFE Standards

John McCain Will Effectively Enforce Existing CAFE Standards. John McCain has
long supported CAFE standards - the mileage requirements that automobile
manufacturers' cars must meet. Some carmakers ignore these standards, pay a small
financial penalty, and add it to the price of their cars. John McCain believes that the



penalties for not following these standards must be effective enough to compel all
carmakers to produce fuel-efficient vehicles.

70) Encourage Alternative Energy Development

John McCain Will Encourage The Market For Alternative, Low Carbon Fuels Such
As Wind, Hydro And Solar Power. According to the Department of Energy, wind could
provide as much as one-fifth of electricity by 2030. The U.S. solar energy industry
continued its double-digit annual growth rate in 2006. To develop these and other sources
of renewable energy will require that we rationalize the current patchwork of temporary
tax credits that provide commercial feasibility. John McCain believes in an even-handed
system of tax credits that will remain in place until the market transforms sufficiently to
the point where renewable energy no longer merits the taxpayers' dollars.

71) Improve Electricity Grid

John McCain Will Move The United States Toward Electricity Grid And Metering
Improvements To Save Energy. John McCain will work to reduce red tape to allow a
serious investment to upgrade our national grid to meet the demands of the 21st century -
which will include a capacity to charge the electric cars that will one day fill the roads
and highways of America. And to save both money and electrical power for our people
and businesses, we will also need to deploy SmartMeter technologies. These new meters
give customers a more precise picture of their overall energy consumption, and over time
will encourage a more cost-efficient use of power.

72) Deal With Oil Speculation

John McCain Believes We Must Understand The Role Speculation Is Playing In
Our Soaring Energy Prices. Congress already has investigations underway to examine
this kind of wagering in our energy markets, unrelated to any kind of productive
commerce, because it can distort the market, drive prices beyond rational limits, and put
the investments and pensions of millions of Americans at risk. John McCain believes that
where we find abuses, they need to be swiftly punished. To make sure it never happens
again, we must reform the laws and regulations governing the oil futures market, so that
they are just as clear and effective as the rules applied to stocks, bonds, and other
financial instruments.

73) No Windfall Profits Tax

John McCain Does Not Support A Windfall Profits Tax. A windfall profits tax on the
oil companies will ultimately result in increasing our dependence on foreign oil and
hinder investment in domestic exploration. Jimmy Carter put a windfall profits tax in to
place with little to no useful results.

74) Develop New Technologies

Innovating, Developing and Deploying Low Carbon Technologies

To Support The Cap And Trade System, John McCain Will Promote The Innovation,
Development And Deployment Of Advanced Technologies. John McCain will reform
federal government research funding and infrastructure to support the cap and trade



emissions reduction goals and emphasize the commercialization of low-carbon
technologies.

75) Financing For Green Technologies

Financing For Green Technologies

Emissions Permits Will Eventually Be Auctioned To Support The Development Of
Advanced Technologies. A portion of the process of these auctions will be used to
support a diversified portfolio of research and commercialization challenges, ranging
from carbon capture and sequestration, to nuclear power, to battery development. Funds
will also be used to provide financial backing for a Green Innovation Financing and
Transfer (GIFT) to facilitate commercialization.

76) Speed Up Development

Speed Up Development

John McCain Will Streamline The Process For Deploying New Technologies And
Requiring More Accountability From Government Programs To Meet Commercialization
Goals And Deadlines. John McCain Will Ensure Rapid Technology Introduction,
Quickly Shifting Research From The Laboratory To The Marketplace. John McCain
Will Employ The Inherent Incentives Provided By A Cap-And-Trade System Along With
Government-Led Competitions As Incentives For New Technology Deployment.

77) Use Emission Permits To Deal With Economic Growth

John McCain Will Foster Rapid and Clean Economic Growth

John McCain Believes An Effective And Sustainable Climate Policy Must Also Support
Rapid Economic Growth. John McCain will use a portion of auction proceeds to reduce
impacts on low-income American families. The McCain plan will accomplish this in part
by incorporating measures to mitigate any economic cost of meeting emission targets,
including: Trading Emission Permits To Find The Lowest-Cost Source Of Emission
Reductions. Permitting "Banking" And "Borrowing" Of Permits So That Emission
Reductions May Be Accelerated Or Deferred To More Economically Efficient Periods.
Permitting Unlimited Initial Offsets From Both Domestic And International Sources.
Effectively Integrating U.S. Trading With Other International Markets, Thereby
Providing Access To Low-Cost Permit Sources. Establishing A Strategic Carbon
Reserve As A National Source Of Permits During Periods Of Economic Duress. Early
Allocation Of Some Emission Permits On Sound Principles.

78) International Action For Global Climate Change

John McCain Will Provide Leadership for Effective International Efforts

John McCain Believes That There Must Be A Global Solution To Global Climate
Change. John McCain will engage the international community in a coordinated effort
by: Actively Engaging To Lead United Nations Negotiations. Permitting America To
Lead In Innovation, Capture The Market On Low-Carbon Energy Production, And
Export To Developing Countries — Including Government Incentives And Partnerships
For Sales Of Clean Tech To Developing Countries. Provide Incentives For Rapid
Participation By India And China, While Negotiating An Agreement With Each.



79) Make A Climate Change Plan

John McCain Will Develop a Climate Change Adaptation Plan

John McCain Believes A Comprehensive Approach To Addressing Climate Change
Includes Adaptation As Well As Mitigation. He believes: An Adaptation Plan Should Be
Based Upon National And Regional Scientific Assessments Of The Impacts Of Climate
Change. An Adaptation Plan Should Focus On Implementation At The Local Level
Which Is Where Impacts Will Manifest Themselves. A Comprehensive Plan Will
Address The Full Range Of Issues: Infrastructure, Ecosystems, Resource Planning, And
Emergency Preparation.

80) Save The Wetlands

America's "no net loss" wetlands policy is not being achieved. Rapid urbanization and
poor water resource management continues to claim a considerable acreage of our
delicate wetlands. Therefore, we must develop water resource policies that will protect
these important natural assets for the benefit of all. This means employing long-term
science-based strategies that properly manage strained freshwater resources, like the
Great Lakes watershed, and promote polices that will preserve sensitive areas like the

Everglades and the Louisiana coastal marshes.

81) Save Open Space

Economic development is essential to a strong American economy but urban sprawl
shouldn't be allowed to expand unabated at the expense of our remarkable wild and
scenic public lands. Instead we should promote responsible growth and encourage state
and local officials to implement open space initiatives and establish green corridors
within our communities. This will require strengthening federal tools like Land and
Water Conservation Fund that emphasizes recreation and the protection of wildlife areas.

82) Continue Space Exploration

As President, John McCain will:

Ensure that space exploration is top priority and that the U.S. remains a leader;
Commit to funding the NASA Constellation program to ensure it has the resources it
needs to begin a new era of human space exploration.

Review and explore all options to ensure U.S. access to space by minimizing the gap
between the termination of the Space Shuttle and the availability of its replacement
vehicle;

Ensure the national space workforce is maintained and fully utilized; Complete
construction of the ISS National Laboratory;

Seek to maximize the research capability and commercialization possibilities of the ISS
National Laboratory;

Maintain infrastructure investments in Earth-monitoring satellites and support systems;
Seek to maintain the nation's space infrastructure;

Prevent wasteful earmarks from diverting precious resources from critical scientific
research;

and Ensure adequate investments in aeronautics research.



83) Stop the Revolving Door and Restore Ethics

Stop the Revolving Door and Restore Ethics

America deserves and demands a government that serves the country, not itself. Most
people believe that elected leaders are more interested in the perks and privileges of
office than in public service, and that too often the special interest lobbyists with the

fattest wallets and best access carry the day when issues of public policy are being
decided.

84) Reform Campaign Contributions

Democracy is Not for Sale

The American people have been alienated from the process of self-government by the
overwhelming appearance of their elected leaders having sold-out to the big-moneyed
special interests who help finance political campaigns. But what most Americans worry
about profoundly is corporations or individuals with huge checks seeking the undue
influence on lawmakers that such largesse is intended to purchase. That is why John
McCain has fought to enforce long-standing prohibitions on corporate and union
contributions to federal political parties, for sensible donation limits, disclosure of how
candidates and campaigns are funded, and the diligent enforcement of these common
sense rules that promote maximum public participation in the political process and limit
opportunities for corruption.

85) Nominate Impartial Judges

As President, John McCain will nominate judges who understand that their role is to
faithfully apply the law as written, not impose their opinions through judicial fiat. When
applying the law, the role of judges is not to impose their own view as to the best policy
choices for society but to faithfully and accurately determine the policy choices already
made by the people and embodied in the law. The judicial role is necessarily limited and
one that requires restraint and humility. This is not a new position for John McCain. He
has long held it. It is reflected in his consistent opposition to the agenda of liberal judicial
activists who have usurped the role of state legislatures in such matters as dealing with
abortion and the definition of marriage. It is reflected in his longstanding opposition to
liberal opinions that have adopted a stance of active hostility toward religion, rather than
neutrality. It is reflected in his firm support for the personal rights secured in the Second
Amendment. John McCain Will Look For Accomplished Men And Women With A
Proven Record Of Excellence In The Law And A Proven Commitment To Judicial
Restraint. John McCain's judicial nominees will be men and women of experience,
wisdom and humility who do their work with impartiality and honor. They will have an
alert conscience but be immune to flattery and fashionable theory. They will be faithful in
all things to the Constitution and understand there are clear limits to the scope of judicial
power and federal power.



86) Tax Deduction For Adoption Expenses

Promoting Adoption

In 1993, John McCain and his wife, Cindy, adopted a little girl from Mother Teresa's
orphanage in Bangladesh. She has been a blessing to the McCain family and helped make
adoption advocacy a personal issue for the Senator.

The McCain family experience is not unique; millions of families have had their
lives transformed by the adoption of a child. As president, motivated by his personal
experience, John McCain will seek ways to promote adoption as a first option for women
struggling with a crisis pregnancy. In the past, he cosponsored legislation to prohibit
discrimination against families with adopted children, to provide adoption education, and
to permit tax deductions for qualified adoption expenses, as well as to remove barriers to
interracial and inter-ethnic adoptions.

87) Secure Our Borders

Securing Our Borders First. John McCain's top immigration priority is to finish
securing our borders in an expedited manner. Governors of border states will be required
to certify that the border is secure. Steps to border security include: Setting clear
guidelines and objectives for securing the border through physical and virtual barriers.
Ensuring that adequate funding is provided for resources on the ground, but also training
facilities, support staff and the deployment of technologies. Dedicating funding to US
Attorney’s offices in border states. Implementing sound policies for contracting
Department of Homeland Security software and infrastructure. Deploy Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles and other aircraft where needed and appropriate in the border region. Continue
implementation of the US-VISIT comprehensive visitor security program.

88) Penalize Those Who Hire Illegal Immigrants

Comprehensive Immigration Initiatives for a Secure Nation. Once the borders are
secure, John McCain will: Prosecute “Bad-Actor” Employers. John McCain will
implement a secure, accurate, and reliable electronic employment verification system to
ensure that individuals are screened for work eligibility in a real-time fashion. John
McCain will use this new system in conjunction with other Department of Homeland
Security resources to identify and aggressively prosecute employers that continue to hire
illegal immigrants. The Electronic Employment Verification System will:

Establish a user-friendly system employing a limited set of secure documents that contain
biometric data and are electronically verifiable to check a worker’s identity. Provide
responses to employer inquiries in a prompt and timely manner to provide both the
employer and employee security in their hiring decisions. Update and ensure the
accuracy of current databases of government agencies that play a role in employment
verification. Protect the identities of each employee being screened and allow both
employer and employee adequate time and opportunity to correct possible errors with any



information in the system. Institute targeted auditing by Department of Labor in order to
weed out employers abusing the system.

89) Reform Employment For Documented Workers

Meet America’s Labor Needs.

John McCain will implement temporary worker programs that will reflect the labor needs
of the United States in both the high-tech and low skilled sectors while protecting the
employment opportunities for US workers:

Highly Skilled workers: Ensure high skilled workers trained and educated in the United
States have the opportunity to stay and work in the United States upon graduation.
Reform caps for H-1B visa program to rise and fall in response to market conditions.
Reduce bureaucracy and waiting times for workers to arrive in the United States.
Increase available green card numbers to reflect employer and employee demand.
Extend the ability for H-1B visa holders to renew their H-1B status while waiting for
their green card number to become available. Ensure available and qualified American
workers are given adequate and fair opportunities to apply for available positions.
Low-skilled non-agricultural workers: Implement a usable, market based system for low-
skilled workers to enter the United States in an orderly fashion. Ensure that the cap rises
and falls with market demand to meet the changing needs of the economy. Provide for
adequate worker protection to guard against employer abuses of temporary workers.
Protect American workers by designing a program that allows willing and eligible
United States workers adequate opportunity to apply for available positions. Ensure that
workers return to their home countries after their temporary period in the United States.
Allow for appropriate visa renewals to assure that both the employer and employee have
stability in the workforce. Offer a limited number of green cards to reflect the small
number of workers that may wish to remain in the United States permanently. Low-
skilled agricultural workers: Reform the H-2A visa program to provide a non-
bureaucratic, adaptable, useable program that is reflective of market needs and protects
both the immigrant and US workers.

90) Document Illegal Immigrants

Address the Undocumented.

John McCain will address the fact that we have a large number undocumented
individuals living in the United States and working in our economy: All undocumented
individuals will be required to enroll in a program to resolve their status. This program
will use background checks to identify criminal aliens for prosecution and deportation.
Assure that the remaining undocumented immigrants learn English, pay back taxes and
fines, and pass a citizenship course as part of a path to legal status. Guarantee that no
person here illegally receives a green card before those that have been legally waiting
outside the country. Do a proper accounting of all social security numbers used and
attained illegally, rectifying the accounts and alerting those whose identity had been
compromised. The program will also ensure that all undocumented aliens either leave or
follow the path to legal residence. America cannot permit a permanent category of
individuals that do not have recognized status — a permanent second class. In addition,
the program will provide a system that is fair, humane, realistic, and ensures the rights of
the individual and families will be protected.



91) Deal With Those Waiting To Legally Enter The Country

Eliminate the Family Backlog. John McCain will commit to clearing out the backlog of
individuals that are waiting legally outside of the country, some for up to 20 years, for
their green card number to become available.

92) Overturn Roe V. Wade

Overturning Roe v. Wade

John McCain believes Roe v. Wade is a flawed decision that must be overturned, and as
president he will nominate judges who understand that courts should not be in the
business of legislating from the bench. Constitutional balance would be restored by the
reversal of Roe v. Wade, returning the abortion question to the individual states. The
difficult issue of abortion should not be decided by judicial fiat.

93) Protect The Sanctity of Marriage

Protecting Marriage

As president, John McCain would nominate judges who understand that the role of the
Court is not to subvert the rights of the people by legislating from the bench. Critical to
Constitutional balance is ensuring that, where state and local governments do act to
preserve the traditional family, the Courts must not overstep their authority and thwart the
Constitutional right of the people to decide this question.

94) Address Stem Cell Research By Banning The Use of Embryos Used For
Research Purposes

Addressing the Moral Concerns of Advanced Technology

Stem cell research offers tremendous hope for those suffering from a variety of deadly
diseases - hope for both cures and life-extending treatments. However, the compassion to
relieve suffering and to cure deadly disease cannot erode moral and ethical principles.
For this reason, John McCain opposes the intentional creation of human embryos for
research purposes. To that end, Senator McCain voted to ban the practice of "fetal
farming," making it a federal crime for researchers to use cells or fetal tissue from an
embryo created for research purposes. Furthermore, he voted to ban attempts to use or
obtain human cells gestated in animals. Finally, John McCain strongly opposes human
cloning and voted to ban the practice, and any related experimentation, under federal law.
As president, John McCain will strongly support funding for promising research
programs, including amniotic fluid and adult stem cell research and other types of
scientific study that do not involve the use of human embryos.

95) Deal With Internet Pornography By Requiring Schools and Libraries Who Get
Federal Aid To Restrict Access To Explicit Material

Protecting Children from Internet Pornography

John McCain believes the Internet offers tremendous promise in terms of freedom of
expression, information sharing, and the spread of knowledge and commerce. It
represents the greatest innovation of the modern era in terms of the democratization of
free speech and access to information. However, there is a darker side to the Internet.



Along with the access and anonymity of the Internet have come those who would use it to
peddle child pornography and other sexually explicit material and to prey upon children.
John McCain has been a leader in pushing legislation through Congress that requires all
schools and libraries receiving federal subsidies for Internet connectivity to utilize
technology to restrict access to sexually explicit material by children using such
computers. While the first line of defense for children will always be strong and involved
parents, when they send their child to school or drop their child off at the library, parents
have the right to feel safe that someone is going to be looking out for their children.

96) Protect Children From Online Predators

Protecting Children from Online Predators

America's most precious asset is its children. The innocence of childhood provides hope
for the future and refreshes and restores the ideals of this great country. However, there
are those who prey upon this innocence and the Internet offers these predators
unprecedented, often anonymous, access to children. John McCain has taken a hard line
against pedophiles that would use the Internet to prey upon children by proposing the
first-of-its-kind national online registry for persons who have been convicted of sex
crimes against children. Senator McCain's legislation requires that sex offenders register
all online accounts in a national database that can be used by law enforcement to
investigate crimes against children. If these predators fail to register they would be sent to
prison for ten years. The legislation also makes use of the Internet an "aggravating factor"
in sex crimes against children, adding an additional ten years to any conviction. It is the
responsibility of government to do all that can be done to protect children from predators
who lurk on the Internet.

97) Protect Our Security and Privacy Online

John McCain has the core beliefs, experience, and record necessary to

ensure the personal security and privacy of Americans in the digital age. He has
dedicated his adult life to the protection of our Nation's security, and over the past decade
in the U.S. Senate, John McCain has lead the effort to address challenges such as
protecting our children online, our privacy and our sensitive personal information from
theft, fraud and abuse.

98) $5,000 Tax Credit For Families To Purchase Health Care

John McCain Will Reform The Tax Code To Offer More Choices Beyond
Employer-Based Health Insurance Coverage. While still having the option of
employer-based coverage, every family will receive a direct refundable tax credit -
effectively cash - of $2,500 for individuals and $5,000 for families to offset the cost of
insurance. Families will be able to choose the insurance provider that suits them best and
the money would be sent directly to the insurance provider. Those obtaining innovative
insurance that costs less than the credit can deposit the remainder in expanded Health
Savings Accounts



99) Work With States To Make Sure Everyone Can Purchase Health Care

John McCain Will Work With States To Establish A Guaranteed Access Plan. As
President, John McCain will work with governors to develop a best practice model that
states can follow - a Guaranteed Access Plan or GAP - that would reflect the best
experience of the states to ensure these patients have access to health coverage. One
approach would establish a nonprofit corporation that would contract with insurers to
cover patients who have been denied insurance and could join with other state plans to
enlarge pools and lower overhead costs. There would be reasonable limits on premiums,
and assistance would be available for Americans below a certain income level

100) Fund Health Guaranteed Access Plan

John McCain Will Promote Proper Incentives. John McCain will work with Congress,
the governors, and industry to make sure this approach is funded adequately and has the
right incentives to reduce costs such as disease management, individual case
management, and health and wellness programs.

101) Make Insurance Portable

John McCain Proposes Making Insurance More Portable. Americans need insurance
that follows them from job to job. They want insurance that is still there if they retire
early and does not change if they take a few years off to raise the kids.

102) Expand Health Savings Accounts

John McCain Will Encourage And Expand The Benefits Of Health Savings
Accounts (HSAs) For Families. When families are informed about medical choices,
they are more capable of making their own decisions and often decide against
unnecessary options. Health Savings Accounts take an important step in the direction of
putting families in charge of what they pay for.

103) Lower Drug Costs

CHEAPER DRUGS: Lowering Drug Prices. John McCain will look to bring greater
competition to our drug markets through safe re-importation of drugs and faster
introduction of generic drugs.

104) Deal With Chronic Diseases BY Emphasizing Prevention, Early Intervention,
Health Habits, etc.

CHRONIC DISEASE: Providing Quality, Cheaper Care For Chronic Disease.
Chronic conditions account for three-quarters of the nation's annual health care bill. By
emphasizing prevention, early intervention, healthy habits, new treatment models, new
public health infrastructure and the use of information technology, we can reduce health
care costs. We should dedicate more federal research to caring and curing chronic
disease.



105) Coordinate Care

COORDINATED CARE: Promoting Coordinated Care. Coordinated care - with
providers collaborating to produce the best health care - offers better outcomes at lower
cost. We should pay a single bill for high-quality disease care which will make every
single provider accountable and responsive to the patients' needs.

106) Increase Access To Walk In Clinics

GREATER ACCESS AND CONVENIENCE: Expanding Access To Health Care.
Families place a high value on quickly getting simple care. Government should promote
greater access through walk-in clinics in retail outlets.

107) Allow Doctors To Practice Across State Lines

INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY: Greater Use Of Information Technology To
Reduce Costs. We should promote the rapid deployment of 21st century information
systems and technology that allows doctors to practice across state lines.

108) Reform The Payment System For Medicaid and Medicare

MEDICAID AND MEDICARE: Reforming The Payment System To Cut Costs. We
must reform the payment systems in Medicaid and Medicare to compensate providers for
diagnosis, prevention and care coordination. Medicaid and Medicare should not pay for
preventable medical errors or mismanagement.

109) Promote Stop Smoking Programs

SMOKING: Promoting The Availability Of Smoking Cessation Programs. Most
smokers would love to quit but find it hard to do so. Working with business and
insurance companies to promote availability, we can improve lives and reduce chronic
disease through smoking cessation programs.

110) Allow State Flexibility In Providing Services

STATE FLEXIBILITY: Encouraging States To Lower Costs. States should have the
flexibility to experiment with alternative forms of access, coordinated payments per
episode covered under Medicaid, use of private insurance in Medicaid, alternative
insurance policies and different licensing schemes for providers.

111) Tort Reform That Eliminates Liability For Doctors Who Follow Clinical
Guidelines

TORT REFORM: Passing Medical Liability Reform. We must pass medical liability
reform that eliminates lawsuits directed at doctors who follow clinical guidelines and
adhere to safety protocols. Every patient should have access to legal remedies in cases of
bad medical practice but that should not be an invitation to endless, frivolous lawsuits.



112) Provide More Access To Information On Treatment Outcomes
TRANSPARENCY: Bringing Transparency To Health Care Costs. We must make
public more information on treatment options and doctor records, and require
transparency regarding medical outcomes, quality of care, costs and prices. We must also
facilitate the development of national standards for measuring and recording treatments
and outcomes.

113) Improve Long Term Care Needs For More Seniors To Remain At Home

John McCain Will Develop A Strategy For Meeting The Challenge Of A Population
Needing Greater Long-Term Care. There have been a variety of state-based
experiments such as Cash and Counseling or The Program of All-Inclusive Care for the
Elderly (PACE) that are pioneering approaches for delivering care to people in a home
setting. Seniors are given a monthly stipend which they can use to hire workers and
purchase care-related services and goods. They can get help managing their care by
designating representatives, such as relatives or friends, to help make decisions. It also
offers counseling and bookkeeping services to assist consumers in handling their
programmatic responsibilities.

114) Subsidize Only Small Farms

John McCain Will Focus Farm Policy on Those With Clear Need. John McCain will
veto any bill containing special-interest favors and corporate welfare in any form. As
president, John McCain will base our farm policy on the common good, with policies that
help our small farmers to succeed, and our rural communities to survive and flourish once
again. John McCain opposes providing billions to subsidize large commercial farms—
those farms with an average income of $200,000, and an average net worth of $2
million--while American workers and taxpayers struggle to buy food due to rising prices.
As president, McCain will seek to cap subsidies to farmers whose adjusted gross income
exceeds $250,000. This will ensure that small farmers are provided with a reasonable
safety net, while protecting the taxpayers from subsidizing lucrative corporate farmers.
He will fight to put an end to flawed government policies that distort the markets,
artificially raise prices for consumers, and pit producers against consumers.

115) Foreign Markets For Farmers

John McCain Will Open Foreign Markets to American Farmers. America’s
agricultural industry is the best in the world. John McCain will expand access for U.S.
agricultural producers to foreign markets, providing a great and lasting benefit to
American farmers. He will work tirelessly to ensure our farmers receive fair prices for
their products. As president, John McCain will engage the agricultural community and
international leaders to move forward a trade agenda that expands access to overseas
markets and promotes American agricultural exports.

116) Reduce Trade Barriers



John McCain Will Address the Food Crisis Through Reduction of Trade Barriers
and Improved World Markets. With 150 participating countries, the Doha Round
negotiations provide a critical opportunity to lower trade barriers, decrease trade
distorting subsidies, and stabilize an affordable food supply for all nations. These
negotiations have languished for several years. An agreement will only be reached with
strong leadership from the United States, and as president, John McCain will provide that
leadership.

117) Risk Management for Farmers

John McCain Supports a Risk Management Program for Farmers. When a farmer
suffers from a natural disaster such as droughts or floods, we should assist them — this is a
commitment we have made to our farmers and John McCain will honor it. As president,
John McCain will fight on behalf of family farmers to enact reasonable reforms to our
crop insurance program and our system of countercyclical and direct payments.

118) Grow Better Crops

John McCain Supports a 21st Century Green Revolution. Growing better crops using
less land, water and natural resources requires a robust scientific research agenda. As
president, John McCain will direct the USDA to carry out a comprehensive research
approach to help develop more drought resistant higher yield crops and increase
production per acre. This will not only be critical to addressing our worldwide food needs
but also necessary to combat global warming. He also will promote conservation
programs that encourage maximum environmental stewardship on America’s farmlands,
vital to assisting farmers in the protection of wildlife and rivers.

119) Extra $10,000 For Seniors 55+ To Train For a New Job

John McCain Will Provide Special, Targeted Assistance For Older Workers.
Because training is often inefficient for older workers, those 55 years of age and older
who have built up an LEB will be eligible for a Lost Earnings Supplement. The
supplement of up to 50 percent of their earnings loss (up to a maximum of $10,000) for
two years will be rewarded for those who find work inside 26 weeks.

120) Reduce Medicare Premiums By Reducing Health Care Costs

Retirement Tax Cut:

John McCain Will Act To Lower Medicare Premiums. Seniors face a growing threat
from higher Medicare premiums that tax away their Social Security and retirement
savings. John McCain has proposed comprehensive, pro-market health care and Medicare
reforms to reduce health care costs and control increases in premiums — while delivering
high-quality health care.

121) Increase Benefits For Reservists and Guardsmen
Honoring the Service of Reservists and Guardsmen
The nation's reserve personnel have been a vital component of the Global War on Terror,



with reservists serving side-by-side with active duty members in Iraq, Afghanistan, and
around the globe. John McCain believes that the fundamental role of reservists has
changed over the last decade, and given their invaluable role and the tremendous
sacrifices that these men and women have made, they should receive additional benefits
than those that they have traditionally been granted.

For this reason, John McCain has supported legislation to expand retirement
benefits for reservists, supported provisions to expand eligibility for health care benefits
for reservists and their families, and sponsored legislation to grant survivor benefit
payments to the spouses of reservists who die during or as the result of training.

122) Increase Veterans Health Care Benefits

Improving Veterans' Health Care

John McCain believes that America's veterans who dedicated themselves to protecting
our country deserve the highest quality health care. He is committed to ensuring that
veterans' health care programs receive the funding necessary to provide the quality health
care our veterans need and deserve. He has worked to ensure that the Veteran's Affairs
provides care for all eligible veterans, no matter where they live or what they need. In
addition, John McCain has fought to ensure that retired servicemen and women have
meaningful access to affordable health care.

123) Funding Veterans' Health Care

John McCain has voted repeatedly, throughout his career, to ensure that the Veteran's
Affairs health care programs receive the funding necessary to serve our veterans. He has
supported numerous funding increases, initiatives to make the VA more efficient, and
proposals to give higher pay to VA doctors in order to recruit and retain high quality
physicians and dentists.

124) Expanding Veterans' Access to Health Care

John McCain has worked to ensure that geography does not prevent veterans from
receiving the care they have earned. He supported measures to allow veterans in remote
areas of Alaska to get care at existing facilities run by the Indian Health Service or tribal
organizations. He also rallied support for a demonstration project to send mobile health
centers to remote locations where veterans need care. In addition, he sponsored
legislation that would ensure that health care funding is distributed fairly, and that
eligible veterans in all regions of the country can equally access high quality health care.

125) Serving the Special Health Care Needs of Veterans

John McCain understands that veterans face a broad array of health challenges, many of
which disproportionately afflict our former service members. He has fought to ensure that
veterans receive health care that reflects their unique needs.

For this reason, John McCain advocated for guaranteeing health benefits to
veterans who have been exposed to radiation. He also worked to advance studies on the
health effects of exposure to Agent Orange and to give disability benefits to veterans with
cancer and other health problems caused by Agent Orange. He supported efforts to
provide veterans with treatment for tobacco related illnesses and substance abuse
problems, and he sponsored legislation to cover mental health care in military retiree



health plans. John McCain has also been a leading advocate for providing veterans with
hospice benefits.

126) Health Care for Retired Veterans

John McCain believes that all military retirees, even if they are not eligible for VA health
care, should be provided with meaningful access to health care. The federal government
should ease the burden of health care costs on those people who have dedicated their
careers to protecting our freedom. He has supported allowing military retirees to remain
eligible for CHAMPUS or TRICARE military health care programs even when they
reach the age of 65 and are eligible for Medicare. He has also consistently supported
efforts to give military retirees tax breaks to help pay health insurance premiums, and he
has opposed placing user fees on military retirees for using military medical facilities

127) Providing Veterans with the Benefits They Have Earned

John McCain strongly believes that it is our duty as a nation to provide our veterans, who
dedicated their careers, risked their personal safety, and sometimes sacrificed their lives
in order to protect us, with the benefits that we have promised them and that they have
earned. John McCain has voted consistently to increase funding for veterans' benefits,
recognizing that the people who serve our country should get priority over the disgraceful
amounts of spending on corporate subsidies and wasteful pork barrel spending. He also
pushed for various initiatives to ensure that veterans who are eligible for benefits know
what they are entitled to and have the resources to obtain their benefits.

128) Caring for Our Disabled Veterans

John McCain has been a leading advocate in the Senate for disabled veterans throughout
his entire career. He fought for nearly fifteen years, introducing numerous bills, to ensure
that veterans with service-connected disabilities can receive the retirement benefits that
they have earned, as well as the disability compensation benefits that they are entitled to.
He has also worked to ensure that veterans can have their disability claims processed in a
timely manner, working with the VA to rectify its huge backlog of claims and providing
additional resources for that purpose.

129) A Leading Advocate for Gulf War Veterans

John McCain has always been a leader on veteran's issues, and Congress has often looked
to him, particularly during times of conflict and war. On January 31, 1991, Senator Bob
Dole appointed John McCain Co-Chairman of a task force to make recommendations to
the Senate regarding effective policies to help the men and women and their families who
served in Operations Desert Shield/Storm. John McCain worked with his colleagues to
identify the most beneficial proposals, including doubling veteran and service member
life insurance benefits, the establishment of a death gratuity payment for Persian Gulf
service members, housing loan benefits for Gulf War veterans, expanded reemployment
rights, and providing readjustment counseling for veterans.

130) Easing the Transition to Civilian Life



John McCain believes that we must do what we can to smooth the transition for veterans
from military to civilian life. He has strongly supported educational and job counseling
programs to help veterans get civilian employment. He has worked to provide new
educational assistance for reservists. He also fought to extend the availability of G.I. bill
education benefits for Vietnam veterans, and to expand flight training benefits to more
veterans. In addition, John McCain is a strong supporter of the Troops-To-Teachers Act,
a program to train veterans to become teachers, and introduced legislation to extend the
program. John McCain also believes that we must provide more assistance to veterans
who are recently discharged and has worked to extend unemployment and vocational
training benefits for veterans.

131) Protecting Veterans from Financial Loss

John McCain has also worked for a number of other financial protection and relief
provisions for service members and veterans. He supported amendments to the
bankruptcy reform bill that would protect veterans from being denied bankruptcy claims
if they incurred their debts while defending our country. He also sponsored legislation to
extend the tax filing deadline for Gulf War service members. In addition, he pushed for
legislation to protect veterans from scam artists and loan sharks who would prey on low
income veterans by offering them a small amount of "fast cash" to sign over their
veteran's benefits.

132) Protecting for the Families of Our Fallen Heroes

John McCain believes that in addition to our national duty to provide benefits to veterans
who return from combat, we must honor those who do not return and provide for their
families with a death gratuity benefit and meaningful life insurance coverage. During the
last two major military conflicts, John McCain worked to increase death gratuity
payments. He cosponsored legislation to double the death gratuity payment in 2003 for
service men and women who are killed in the War on Terror. He also sponsored
legislation during the first Gulf War to increase the death gratuity payment, and to double
the soldier and veterans' group life insurance.

Civil Rights

133) Improve First Responder Communications

John McCain Has Fought To Provide First Responders With A National
Interoperable Communications System By Proposing The SAVE LIVES Act, Which
Would More Than Double The Spectrum Allocated For Public Safety Officials. This
need became evident on September 11, 2001 and again during Hurricane Katrina when
first responders were unable to convey vital information to each other and to those they
sought to protect. John McCain's SAVE LIVES Act would address this critical problem
by increasing the amount of spectrum for radio and data communications for first



responders and providing additional funding for interoperable communications
equipment. The federal government is uniquely able to support the ability of Federal,
state and local law enforcement officers in communicating during a national emergency.
John McCain will ensure that the Federal Communications Commission allocates
spectrum to support state and local interoperability as well as a national public safety
interoperable broadband network.

134) Protect Right To Bear Arms

Protecting Second Amendment Rights

John McCain believes that the right of law abiding citizens to keep and bear arms is a
fundamental, individual Constitutional right that we have a sacred duty to protect. We
have a responsibility to ensure that criminals who violate the law are prosecuted to the
fullest, rather than restricting the rights of law abiding citizens. Law abiding citizens
should not be asked to give up their rights because of criminals - criminals who ignore
gun control laws anyway. John McCain opposes backdoor attempts to restrict Second
Amendment rights by holding gun manufacturers liable for crimes committed by third
parties using a firearm, and has voted to protect gun manufacturers from such
inappropriate liability aimed at bankrupting the entire gun industry. John McCain
opposes restrictions on so-called "assault rifles" and voted consistently against such bans.
Most recently he opposed an amendment to extend a ban on 19 specific firearms, and
others with similar characteristics. John McCain opposes bans on the importation of
certain types of ammunition magazines and has voted against such limitations. John
McCain believes that every firearms owner has a responsibility to learn how to safely use
and store the firearm they have chosen, whether for target shooting, hunting, or personal
protection. He has supported legislation requiring gun manufacturers to include gun
safety devices such as trigger locks in product packaging. John McCain believes that
banning ammunition is just another way to undermine Second Amendment rights. John
McCain supports instant criminal background checks to help prohibit criminals from
buying firearms and has voted to ensure they are conducted thoroughly, efficiently, and
without infringing on the rights of law abiding citizens. John McCain has opposed
"waiting periods" for law abiding citizen's purchase of firearms. John McCain opposes
the confiscation of firearms from private citizens, particularly during times of crisis or
emergency. John McCain believes in strict, mandatory penalties for criminals who use a
firearm in the commission of a crime or illegally possess a firearm. Enforcing the current
laws on the books is the best way to deter crime.

135) Law Enforcement Funds Based On Need and Merit

The Practice Of Earmarking Grant Funding For State And Local Law Enforcement
Must End And These Funds Must Be Awarded Based Upon Merit And Need:

John McCain Supports Reforming The Process For Funding State And Local Law
Enforcement. John McCain supports federal funding for state and local law
enforcement; however, rampant earmarking of federal funding to state and local law
enforcement has reduced funding to many worthy law enforcement authorities and local
jurisdictions. John McCain will restore credibility to these grant programs by ensuring
funding is based on need and provided to the most worthy jurisdictions based on a peer-
review of grant applications.



136) Help For Prisoners

John McCain Supported The Second Chance Act Which Authorized Up To $360
Million For Reentry Services In 2009 And 2010. Last year, approximately 750,000
inmates were released from custody and returned to our communities, and typically one-
half will return to incarceration. The Second Chance Act funds programs, many of them
faith-based, which prepare prisoners for the transition from prison to society by providing
job training, counseling, mentors, counseling, and more. Some programs report reducing
recidivism rates by 50 percent. These programs could save American taxpayers hundreds
of millions of dollars. On average, the annual cost of incarcerating a prisoner exceeds
$20,000 — a number that increased six-fold between 1982 and 2002. John McCain
believes we should support having parents with children in the home rather than in
prison, former prisoners working and paying taxes, and citizens contributing rather than
taking from the community.

Disabilities

137) Equal Opportunity

John McCain Would Make Sure that All Citizens Can Participate In The
Technology Revolution. For his 26 years in Congress, John McCain has consistently
stood up for those Americans who might lag behind this tide of innovation. For example,
when Americans with disabilities found their paths to innovative technologies sometimes
blocked, John McCain led the charge for closed captioning, hearing aid compatibility,
and video description. He will bring these priorities to the Presidency.



